Our Mission…
To train Guatemalans for leadership by teaching biblical
principles in such a way that they become integrated in
their lives and effect spiritual change in their society, and
to impact North American Christians for world missions.
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Growing up with
Impact Ministries
Back in 2007, Impact Ministries was running an
afterschool program in San Antonio. One of the
children who came was 6-year-old Coralia.
Little Coralia wasn’t impressed: “I had to walk so far. Also, it meant a double effort for me,
studying at school in the morning and studying in the project in the afternoons.” But that soon
changed. Coralia liked meeting team members from the US & Canada, including the Canadian
family who would sponsor her for many years, as well as others from her own community.
“I received a lot of love from the people who were part of it day by day,” Coralia says.
And love was a big deal for Coralia. Coralia felt unloved in her family. Born with health issues
to a single mom, Coralia was often left in the care of her grandmother while her mother went
to find work. “As I was growing, my whole family looked down on me,” recalls Coralia. “Each
one showed me that they did not love me, including my mother.”

In our first years in Guatemala, we
visited the mountain village of San
Antonio and realized that the Gospel
had not yet reached there. So, we
began a program for school-aged
children two afternoons a week.
For many years, we helped with
homework, shared about God’s love,
and did fun activities. Some students,
like Coralia, continued their education
at Vida Chijacorral. Then a church
from Salama began a church plant
in San Antonio. As we watched this
church grow, we realized it was time
to hand over the work in San Antonio
to them. Our San Antonio program
ended in 2016.
~ Les & Rita

As Coralia outgrew the public school in San Antonio, she started attending Vida Chijacorral.
“I was so happy!” says Coralia, “If I had not gone to Vida Chijacorral School, I would not have
been permitted to continue studying.”
But Coralia didn’t outgrow the health issues. She often had difficulty breathing, and her
family couldn’t afford the recommended operation. Weeks into Junior High, she was
hospitalized and critically ill.
“Although it was very difficult, now I realize that the Lord always has good plans,” says Coralia.
“Through this illness, my mother met the Lord.” People from church prayed for Coralia, and
taught her Mom how to talk to God too. The next day, Coralia was stable and ready to go
home! And as Coralia saw her mother’s faith, she too, accepted Jesus. “My Mom began to pay
attention to me and to love me,” says Coralia, “She is still faithful to the Lord.”

Young Coralia at home

After graduating from Grade 10, Coralia continued on to the new
Teacher Training Program that Impact Ministries was offering at
her school. She graduated with honours in Early Childhood
Education, and was soon asked to come on staff at the Vida
Children’s Home.
Now Coralia is no longer a student, but a fellow worker with
Impact Ministries. As she shares love with abandoned little
ones, she reflects: “God knows that His plans and purposes in
my life are so beautiful and all I can do is say thank you.”

Coralia with her sponsors at San Antonio

Coralia turns 20 soon. As Impact Ministries is celebrating 20 years, we’d like to thank you for
coming alongside children like Coralia through the years. Coralia is passing on the love that
you shared with her!
Coralia working at the Vida Children’s Home

20 Years of Impact!
2000
Les & Rita Peters
move to Guatemala
with their family

2002
After school program
starts in San Antonio
School breakfast
program begins

2007

2001
Prayer meeting
begins in Peters’
living room - start
of Rio de Vida
Church
Impact Ministries takes over
administration of Beerseba
School, later to become
Vida Chamché School
First 7 students sponsored

2006
School opens in Chicoy

Schools open in
Mocohán & Purulhá

2009
Impact Ministries
Medical Clinic opens
Vida Chijacorral School opens

2010
First Senior High
Program offered
150th Short Term
Mission Team hosted
in Guatemala

2013
First Team stays in Chisac Guesthouse

2014

Greetings from Guatemala!
Our family moved to Tactic,
Guatemala in the year 2000. We
began our ministry here with a
small school of seventy-eight
students. Now, twenty years
later, we have graduates from
our schools who are teachers &
principals, children’s home staff,
pastors, and leaders in every area
of this ministry. These young men
and women have grown into
godly leaders with a vision for
their own people and their own
communities. God is filling their
hearts with His understanding
and His plans to reach out and to
grow His kingdom in this part of
the world. Thank you for coming
alongside them as they impact
their communities for Christ!

~ Les & Rita

Vida Nueva School opens

2015
Half of Vida School
staff now former Vida
students
First Class Supporters
come on board

2018
Agua de Vida Chijulhá
school opens

2016
First intake of students for Teacher
Training Senior High Program
First national pastor ordained
through the Rio de Vida Church

2019
Grand Opening of
Vida Children’s Home

2020
Celebrating 20
Years of Impact
virtually due to
Covid restrictions

For a more detailed timeline, check out impactministries.ca/timeline!

Reasons we love
to support Impact
Pastor Jeff Kuhn and his wife, Angela travelled to Impact
Ministries on one of the early teams. Their family currently
supports a class, sponsors several children and travels to
Guatemala about every second year.
Angela and I were impressed with Impact from the time of our
first trip way back in 2002. We loved what we saw happening
there!
We believe that our money and our time on teams is used
in effective ways to impact the lives of Guatemalans for the
Kingdom of God. We were slow to sponsor children, because we
wanted to see how the program would play out. And as a pastor,
I am very slow to recommend organizations, because I know
that people make sacrifices to give. But Impact is a group that I
recommend without any reservations. Don’t be afraid to check
the ministry out. It will stand up to your scrutiny!
It has been amazing to get to know the kids that we sponsor over
a long period of time. Our first group is starting to graduate, and
we are moving on to a second generation of sponsor children! We
have also given to some of the special projects over the years and
love to see the schools grow, as well as the churches and home
groups that are formed around them.
We have seen the fruit of Impact’s ministry over almost 20 years!
Every time we go, it is exciting to see the expansion into new
areas of ministry, and we have been blessed to see Guatemalan
leaders develop who are helping guide Impact toward the future.

But there are also things that never change, like the stories of
transformation, one person at a time. Despite the large size of the
ministry, Les and the other leaders can tell you story after story
about how Jesus has changed the life of an individual. It’s this
grassroots transformation that keeps Impact moving forward,
and that’s one of the main reasons we love to support it.
Impact is a group of people who follow Jesus and are helping the
people of Guatemala to do the same. We have been so blessed to
be a part of what they are doing!

Let’s Continue the Impact!
❑ Sponsor a Child: $45/month x ____child(ren) ❑ Support a Class: $50/month x ____class(es)
❑ Orphan Care: $______❑ monthly ❑ one-time
❑ Where Most Needed: $______❑ monthly ❑ one-time ❑ Other $_________❑ monthly ❑ one-time
Please make cheques payable to Impact Ministries Canada.
Name:
Company (if applicable):
Address:
City:

Province:

Phone:

Email:

Postal Code:

❑ Please contact me about how I can leave a legacy through Impact Ministries
Spending of funds is confined to programs and projects approved by Impact Ministries. Should a donor designate a contribution,
we will honour that designation, with the understanding that when the need for such a program or project has been met or
cannot be completed for any reason as determined by Impact Ministries, the remaining designated gifts will be used where most
needed. All gifts are tax deductible. Impact Ministries is committed to protecting your private information. The information you
provide will be used to manage your sponsorship and communicate with you about our work. Thank you for your generosity.

Donate Online
www.impactministries.ca/donate

News and Updates
Serving in Guatemala
Thank you for your generous response u
throughout the Covid pandemic.
While schools and churches are closed
and short-term teams are cancelled,
your gifts of food to our families are a
lifeline for so many. We have already
distributed thousands of food hampers
to Vida families and to others in need
and are continuing to accept donations:
impactministries.ca/givefood

Contact Us

t Join us in walking, riding or completing
any number of crazy challenges for
Ride for Refuge on October 3rd. All
challenges this year can be completed
from anywhere in covid-friendly teams or
groups. Join one of our existing teams or
create your own at rideforrefuge.org/
impactministries — team members don’t
even have to be from the same location!

IN THE UNITED STATES
Impact Ministries USA
PO Box 550
Duvall, WA 98019-0550
Phone: (617) 855-5259
www.impactminusa.org
facebook.com/impactminusa
info@impactminusa.org

Donate Online

The Vida Children’s Home is now home u
to several little ones who are schoolaged, alongside our babies. Please
pray for wisdom to know when to begin
the next phase of our children’s home
construction, which will include “casitas”
for the older children to live in family-style
homes separate from the babies.

www.impactministries.ca/donate

Join our
Community
facebook.com/mylifeimpacted
facebook.com/groups/mylifeimpacted

t Our “20 years of Impact” celebration
moved on-line, but it was still a wonderful
time of praise and reminiscing! Thank
you to everyone who joined us live from
around the world to celebrate how God
has been working in Guatemala. If you
missed it, you can check out the recording
at impactministries.ca/20yearsofimpact

We’re collecting photos and u
stories to continue celebrating 20
years of Impact! Submit your team
photo, favourite memory or impact
photo for a chance to win fun prizes.
Deadline is September 30th. Details:
impactministries.ca/photocontest

IN CANADA
Impact Ministries Canada
PO Box 975, Stn. Main
Kamloops, BC V2C 6H1
Phone: (250) 434-4350
Fax: (778) 470-1115
www.impactministries.ca
facebook.com/mylifeimpacted
canada@impactministries.ca

Follow us on
Instagram
@mylifeimpacted

Update your Info
www.impactministries.ca/update

“Celebrating 20 Years of Impact”

